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September registrations meet industry expectations

1. Registrations fell 8.9% in September to 335,246 units against a scrappage-fuelled 2009.
1. Overall market remains up 7.8% over the year-to-date, at 1,635,659 units.
1. September was 16.3% ahead of 2009 with scrappage excluded, and on a par with 2008.
1. Full year market expected to hold at two million, up marginally on 2009.
1. Fleet, diesel and alternatively fuelled cars all posted growth in September.

“Despite an 8.9% fall in September registrations, demand for new cars has stabilised and will end 2010 slightly up on last year," said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive. “It is important that alongside government’s austerity measures, the comprehensive spending review signals a strong growth agenda to boost consumer and business confidence.”

Monthly new car registrations, 2008-2010, including SIS volumes and outlook
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Notes:
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to governmen
t, stakeholders and the media.
The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 
800
,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 
10
% of total 
UK exports 
and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites. Average car tailpipe CO
2
 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website 
www.smmt.co.uk/publications
.
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	September
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2010
	335,246
	151,228
	179,842
	4,176
	170,951
	146,026
	18,269

	2009
	367,929
	139,220
	224,724
	3,985
	211,159
	136,807
	19,963

	% change
	-8.9%
	8.6%
	-20.0%
	4.8%
	-19.0%
	6.7%
	-8.5%

	Mkt share '10
	
	45.1%
	53.6%
	1.2%
	51.0%
	43.6%
	5.4%

	Mkt share '09
	
	37.8%
	61.1%
	1.1%
	57.4%
	37.2%
	5.4%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2010
	1,635,659
	727,855
	889,593
	18,211
	784,033
	771,463
	80,163

	2009
	1,517,039
	631,139
	874,195
	11,705
	754,167
	683,141
	79,731

	% change
	7.8%
	15.3%
	1.8%
	55.6%
	4.0%
	12.9%
	0.5%

	Mkt share '10
	
	44.5%
	54.4%
	1.1%
	47.9%
	47.2%
	4.9%

	Mkt share '09
	
	41.6%
	57.6%
	0.8%
	49.7%
	45.0%
	5.3%

	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	September
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	19,078
	
	1
	Fiesta
	85,941

	 
	2
	Corsa
	14,249
	
	2
	Astra
	66,104

	 
	3
	Astra
	12,655
	
	3
	Corsa
	65,396

	 
	4
	Focus
	10,100
	
	4
	Focus
	64,548

	 
	5
	Insignia
	7,250
	
	5
	Golf
	44,399

	 
	6
	Golf
	7,228
	
	6
	Polo
	36,290

	 
	7
	MINI
	7,187
	
	7
	207
	34,798

	 
	8
	207
	6,918
	
	8
	MINI
	32,376

	 
	9
	Mondeo
	6,075
	
	9
	3 Series
	31,698

	 
	10
	1 Series
	5,896
	 
	10
	Qashqai
	30,477



Market continues to slow, reflecting strength of scrappage-aided months of 2009.
· The market over the past 12 months has risen 14.0%, or over 250,000 units, to 2.11 million new cars. However, over the past three months, demand has fallen 11.0%, or over 65,000 units, reflecting the end of scrappage. 

· The September market for the new ‘60’ plate cars was 1% better than SMMT had predicted in July, but still fell 8.9% to 335,246 units – the second lowest volume for the month since 1999 when twice yearly registrations were established.

· SMMT is to review its registration forecast later this month, but is currently predicting a market of just over two million units in 2010, marginally up on the 2009 outturn. The outlook remains cautious, with the austerity measures likely to unsettle consumer and business confidence. The VAT rise, due in January 2011, could modestly affect the timing of demand towards the end of the year.

· Private demand fell again in September, but fleet demand posted solid growth. Diesel and alternatively fuelled cars saw both volume and market share grow in the month.

· The Scrappage Incentive Scheme (SIS) had a positive net contribution to the UK new car market, but has caused year-on-year monthly comparisons to be distorted.

·  (
The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and
 the Channel Islands in detail.
Providing 
that 
www.smmt.co.uk
 is acknowledged as the source of this informat
ion, the figures may be quoted for editorial use only.  
Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.
October 2010
 new car registration figures will be releas
ed at 9:0
0
 
am
,
 
4 November 2010.
)The Ford Fiesta was the best selling model in September and the year-to-date, though small car demand has waned in recent months.  
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